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Why water……. 

 

Source – NRW WLMF sub-group on agricultural pollution progress report ‘Tackling Agricultural Pollution’ 



Project outline 
 

Proposal 
Explore options to develop a farmer led approach to 
delivery of water quality improvements, and reduce 
nutrient enrichments to water courses caused by N, P, 
and soil particles. 
 

• Whole industry engagement into the design and delivery 
of the project 
 

• Raised awareness of the benefits of nutrient management 
& water quality 
 

• Improved surface water, groundwater and soil quality 
across Wales  
 

• Improved farm business resilience to environmental and 
economic challenges 
 

• Water quality guidelines to provide marketing 
opportunities for food production and public goods and 
services   
 

• Improved data collection and evidence on impacts 
affecting water quality / quantity  
 

• Create a nationwide programme to reduce the risks of 
nutrients impacting water courses and ground water 
supplies  
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Volume of slurry produced per animal 
per month  (m3) 

Dairy Cow 
6000 – 9000 litres 

1.59 
(350 galls.) 

Dairy Cow 
9000 litres + 

1.92 
(422 galls) 

Heifer 
2 – 12 months 

0.6 
(132 galls) 

Heifer 
12 months - Calving 

1.2 
(265 galls) 

20.2 T Nitrogen 
= 58.5 Tonnes Ammonium 
Nitrate 
@  £292/T 
= £17,083  Per annum! 

£85 per cow per year 





The Water Standard 



The Water Standard - sources 
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The 5 Steps… 







Lorna Davis 
Nutrient management programme 
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